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NAME:
Jim Hirschmann 

COURSE STUDIED 
AT WESTMINSTER:
European Legal 
Studies LLB Honours 

FAVOURITE THING ABOUT THE UNIVERSITY:
The location and facilities are some  
of the best in the UK  
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I’m Jim Hirschmann, President of the 
University of Westminster Students’ Union. 
Congratulations on receiving your offer  
to study at Westminster – it’s an exciting 
place and you’ll have an awesome time 
studying in London. 

I hope that this magazine will give 
you an insight into student life here at 
Westminster, and give you some helpful tips  
for things to do and places to see while you 
study here. Inside these pages you can find 
ideas for the best student friendly places  
to visit in London – restaurants to eat at,  
clubs to dance in, markets to shop at and 
an idea of the amazing things you can get 
involved with alongside your course. 

We also want to tell you a bit more 
about life at the University of Westminster, 
and perhaps answer some of those niggling 
questions you might have about funding, 
finding work or choosing accommodation.

I wish you an enjoyable read and look 
forward to seeing you soon!

PRESIDENT OF THE  
UNIVERSITY OF WESTMINSTER  
STUDENTS’ UNION

HELLO

 Mary Benson 

a former fashion  
student profiled  
on page 29

WHAT DO STUDENTS IN LONDON 
DO IN THEIR SPARE TIME?

Shop for vintage clothes
Brick Lane, Shoreditch

Be in the audience of a TV show 
The X Factor, Wembley

Explore London’s canal network

Go on a street art walking tour
East London

Get lost in old bookshops
Daunt Books, Marylebone

#HelloWestminster

Go to day festivals with friends 
Lovebox Festival, Victoria Park

Go to a rooftop cinema 
Rooftop Film Club

Socialise with friends in new places 
Street Feast, Shoreditch

Attend a fashion show during  
London Fashion Week

University of Westminster
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“ HAVING SUCH EASY 
ACCESS TO SO MANY 
GALLERIES AND MUSEUMS 
REALLY ADDS A SPECIAL 
QUALITY TO MY DEGREE”

FRIDAY
I got up a little later than usual and went for another jog. A 
friend and I went to The Courtauld Gallery at Somerset House 
to see some of the art work recently discussed in one of our 
seminars, and we spent a couple of hours window shopping 
along the Strand. I feel grateful that I have such easy access 
to so many galleries and museums; it really adds a special 
quality to my degree. I decided to have a cosy night in and 
work on one of my essays.

SATURDAY
I spent the early afternoon at Spitalfields Market, which isn’t 
far from where I live. Saturday is great day to have a wander 
around a market or two – there’s a lot of them to visit, and they 
can sell anything from street food to clothing. Being a student, 
it’s always nice to grab a bargain too! I spent the rest of the 
afternoon finishing Mrs Dalloway by Virginia Woolf, and then 
I got ready to go out in the evening. My friends and I went to 
a bar and enjoyed a few drinks together. 

SUNDAY
I spent my Sunday catching up with my parents and  
cooking a roast dinner for me and my flatmates. We finished 
watching our favourite box set, CSI, and I got ready to start 
another enjoyable week at university! 
 

Somerset House

MONDAY
Monday is my study at home day. I woke up at 9am,  
made a coffee and checked social media. There is a gym  
in my building, so I went for a quick jog to wake myself up 
after breakfast. As an English Literature student, I had a  
lot of reading and note-taking to do in preparation for my 
seminars this week so I spent the afternoon reading up on 
Marxism and tackling Mary Shelley’s Frankenstein. 

TUESDAY
I had a seminar at 12pm, where my Marxism research came 
in handy. First, I met a friend for a cup of tea in the Gallery 
café, just a few steps from my classroom. After the seminar,  
I had an hour long lecture on Modernism and then it was time 
to go home again. I grabbed some food on the way to the 
Tube station – there are so many coffee shops and healthy 
takeaways to choose from, so I can’t complain!

WEDNESDAY
My seminar finished at 1pm today, so I spent the  
afternoon in the library at the Little Titchfield Street site.  
I began researching for my next essay, and I printed out the 
handouts I need for tomorrow’s seminar. I got a message from 
a friend inviting me out for food at a restaurant nearby, so  
I went to meet her. We ordered an almighty bowl of pasta 
each and spent a couple of hours catching up on the gossip 
from the previous weekend! 

THURSDAY
Thursday is my longest day at uni – I have seminars from 
10am until 12pm and 3pm until 5pm! I spend about half 
my week in lectures and seminars, which might not seem 
like much, but independent study time can be anything from 
12 to 18 hours on top of that (depending on the number of 
deadlines you need to meet!). I spent the three hour break 
between my seminars catching up on some reading and 
emailing one of my lecturers about the requirements for an 
upcoming essay. After a tiring day, I jumped on the Tube  
home and spent the rest of the evening watching TV.

NAME:
Kelly Blewitt 

COURSE:
English Literature BA Honours
 
YEAR OF STUDY:
Year Two 

CURRENTLY LIVING:
Whitechapel with friends 

HOME:
Preston 

A WEEK  
IN THE LIFE
We take a peek into the jam-packed diary of 
Kelly, one of our first year degree students. 
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Spitalfields Market
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FIVE THINGS YOU WOULD 
RECOMMEND FUTURE WESTMINSTER 
STUDENTS MOVING INTO STUDENT 
HALLS TO BRING WITH THEM?

A CALENDAR/DIARY
It is so much easier to know what you 
have to do and by when, when you 
are juggling all your assignments.

AN EASY BEGINNER’S COOKBOOK
I had no idea where to even begin so 
I bought a little 15-minute cookbook 
and now cooking is so much easier. It 
also really helps to plan meals to stay 
on budget.

A DECK OF CARDS
You can play so many different games 
and everyone can get involved so it’s 
a great way to get to know people.

A BOX OF CHOCOLATES  
ON THE DAY YOU MOVE IN 
You make friends really quickly!

STUDENT
ACCOMMODATION

1

2

3

4

5

WHAT DO YOU LIKE MOST ABOUT  
LIVING IN STUDENT HALLS?
I love living with people who are from different parts 
of the UK and even different parts of the world! It’s 
also fun living with people who are studying different 
courses to you. It can be really interesting learning 
about different courses and generally getting to know 
so many people.

WHERE ARE YOUR FLATMATES/
FLOORMATES FROM?
I have one flatmate from Somerset, one from West 
Drayton, one from Birmingham, one from Luton and 
another from Milton Keynes. There are also people  
on my floor from Surrey and from Germany.

WHAT TYPES OF SOCIAL ACTIVITIES  
DO YOU ALL DO TOGETHER?
We actually do a lot of things together as a flat! From 
shopping, eating out, going on nights out, to watching 
TV together, cooking meals and we’ve even been to 
Elstree Studios a number of times to see recordings 
of television shows. Three of my flatmates have also 
joined the History Society together at the University 
so they go to different social events, such as treasure 
hunts and pub crawls where the Jack the Ripper 
murders took place.

WHAT HAVE YOU LEARNT SO FAR  
FROM LIVING IN STUDENT HALLS? 
I think I’ve learnt a lot already from living in halls. 
Particularly how to be independent, learning to cook 
proper meals, washing clothes and getting myself up 
in the mornings. I think my confidence has definitely 
improved also, adapting to city life and having the 
confidence to approach new people and be able to  
talk to them, which I wasn’t particularly good at before. 

HALLS OF RESIDENCE ROOM RATES

Hall Underground station Weekly Rate

Raffles House, Wembley Wembley Park £177

Victoria Hall, Wembley Wembley Park £180

Felda House, Wembley Wembley Park £180

Harrow Hall Northwick Park £135 - £281*

 Reception, Harrow Hall  

 Bedroom, Harrow Hall  

 Victoria Hall  

 Kitchen, Victoria Hall  

NAME:
Megan 

COURSE:
Accounting BSc Honours 
 
YEAR OF STUDY:
Year One 

HALLS OF RESIDENCE:
Raffles House, Wembley 

HOME:
Kent 

                Kitchen and dining area, 
                 Raffles House 

 Raffles House, Wembley 

SOMETHING THAT  
REMINDS YOU OF HOME
It can be hard to adapt 
for the first few weeks 
and you start to miss 
home, so having a little 
creature comfort to have 
with you can really help 
you settle in.

#HelloWestminster 7

* Price varies depending on room size and facilities



TOWER OF 
LONDON

THE GHERKIN

QUEEN ELIZABETH 
OLYMPIC PARK

CANARY WHARF
ST PAUL’S CATHEDRAL

Stratford

BUCKINGHAM
PALACE

HOUSES OF
PARLIAMENT

LONDON ZOO
CAMDEN MARKET

TATE MODERN

TRAFALGAR 
SQUARE

HARRODS

Great Portland 
Street

Notting Hill Gate

Camden
Town

Clapham Common 

London Bridge

THE LONDON EYE
Greenwich

NATURAL 
HISTORY 
MUSEUM

PICCADILLY 
CIRCUS

MADAME TUSSAUDS

H Y D E  PA R K

R E G E N T ’ S  PA R K

R I C H M O N D  PA R K

B AT T E R S E A  PA R K

G R E E N W I C H
PA R K

V I C T O R I A 
PA R K

King’s Cross

Oxford
Circus

Holborn

BRITISH 
MUSEUM

Baker Street

THE ESSENTIAL 
LONDON MAP
London is filled with tourist attractions,  
and as a student living in London you’ll have 
plenty of famous landmarks on your doorstep.
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 LONDON IS HOME TO MORE THAN 
250 ART AND DESIGN GALLERIES, 
OVER 600 CINEMA SCREENS,  
AND 200-PLUS THEATRES.
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Based in Fitzrovia,  
our Cavendish Campus 
is truly in the heart of 
London and is home to 
the Faculty of Science 
and Technology. 

CAMPUS  
INFORMATION 
We have four campuses in London, which 
are home to our five faculties. Three of our  
campuses are in central London and one 
is in Harrow, northwest London. All of 
our central London campuses are within 
walking distance of each other and enjoy 
enviable locations in the heart of London. 
All campuses have been extensively 
redeveloped to create fresh and inspiring 
places to learn and socialise, creating  
a unique university community.

Our Regent Campus is 
made up of three sites: 
our headquarters at  
309 Regent Street, our 
Little Titchfield Street  
site and our Wells Street 
site. The Regent Campus 
is home to the Faculty 
of Social Sciences 
and Humanities and 
Westminster Law School. 

MARYLEBONE CAMPUSHARROW CAMPUS CAVENDISH CAMPUS

Located on Marylebone 
Road, our recently 
refurbished Marylebone 
Campus is home to  
the Faculty of 
Architecture and  
the Built Environment 
and Westminster 
Business School.

Our Harrow Campus 
is a short Tube ride 
away from our central 
London campuses and 
is home to our vibrant 
Westminster School of 
Media, Arts and Design.

Closest Tube station:  
 Northwick Park

Closest Tube station: 
Baker Street

Closest Tube station:  
Oxford Circus

Closest Tube station: Great Portland Street,  
Warren Street or Goodge Street

REGENT CAMPUS

11

£60
million +

has been spent over the past  
five years on refurbishing  

our cutting-edge  
campuses.
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AND THE BUILT ENVIRONMENT

1

FIELD TRIPS
Our courses all include site 
visits and guest speakers 
to build your awareness of 
career options, understanding 
of industry practice and your 
networking skills. For example, 
our Tourism and Events 
students have visits included 
in each module; these have 
recently included a site visit 
to the Emirates Stadium in 
north London to learn about 
the wide variety of events the 
venue hosts, and a field trip to 
Malta to study issues including 
market diversification and  
the impacts of tourism. 

FACULTY OF SCIENCE  
AND TECHNOLOGY 
FACULTY INVESTS  
IN ONE OF THE 
LARGEST IPAD 
DEPLOYMENTS IN UK 
HIGHER EDUCATION
In 2015, the Faculty of  
Science and Technology 
launched one of the  
largest Apple iPad 
deployments in UK higher 
education as part of its 
commitment to improve  
the student experience 
through transforming  
teaching practice. The 
project, costing over £1 
million, has revolutionised 
student learning and the  
way students collaborate  
with teaching staff. Over 
2,000 second- and third-  
year undergraduates were 
provided with iPads last year. 

UNIVERSITY OF WESTMINSTER 
AWARDED £620,000 GRANT  
TO DEVELOP EBOLA 
DIAGNOSTIC DEVICE 
Last year, the University of Westminster 
was awarded a research grant of 
£620,000 to develop a portable device 
which aims to test bodily fluids, such 
as saliva, to detect the Ebola virus in a 
single process, providing results within 
40 minutes. Westminster Senior Lecturer 
in Medical Microbiology and emerging 
virus expert Dr Edward Wright, who has 
undertaken several research projects 
on the Ebola virus in the Department of 
Biomedical Sciences, has since appeared 
on both national and international news 
talking about the University’s research.  

STUDENTS CELEBRATE  
ACHIEVEMENT AWARDS
Each academic year, approximately 
80 second- and third-year students 
from the Faculty of Social Sciences 
and Humanities, receive an award 
for coming top in their studies. Last 
year, the winning students were each 
presented with a certificate and a 
cheque for £1,000 by their Head of 
Department at a special ceremony  
held by the Dean of Faculty. 

FACULTY  
OF SOCIAL  
SCIENCES AND 
HUMANITIES

FACULTY SCORES 
OUTSTANDING RESULTS 
FOR ITS COURSES IN  
THE 2014/15 NATIONAL 
STUDENT SURVEY
Two of the best performing 
courses in the Faculty are  
based in the Department 
of History, Sociology and 
Criminology. Pictured from  
left to right are David Manlow, 
Course Leader for the 
Criminology BA Honours,  
which scored 95% overall 
satisfaction in the NSS,  
Professor Roland Dannreuther, 
Dean of Faculty; Lauren Waugh, 
Students’ Union Vice President 
for Regent; and Dr Francis Ray 
White, Course Leader for the 
Sociology BA Honours, which 
scored an outstanding 100% 
overall satisfaction. This was  
the highest score for any 
Sociology course in London.

 WORLD LEADING RESEARCH

The government-run 
Research Excellence 
Framework recently judged 
80% of English research 
at Westminster as either 
internationally excellent  
or world leading.                   
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The Guardian 
University Guide 
2016 league  
tables ranked us  
as No. 1 in London 
for undergraduate 
Hospitality, Event 
Management  
and Tourism.

 TOURISM COURSES

NEW CUTTING-EDGE ARCHITECTURE STUDIOS UNVEILED 
Driven by student demand for  
bigger and better design studios, the  
University of Westminster’s £5.2 million 
redevelopment of its new architecture 

studios was completed in November 
2015. With a larger working space,  
high quality furniture, expanded IT 
provision and upgraded environmental 

performance, the Faculty gives you  
the best possible opportunity to fulfil  
your creative potential, and your  
potential as a would-be architect. 
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WESTMINSTER BUSINESS SCHOOL 
STUDENTS SECURED £75,000 
FUNDING FOR START-UP IDEA
Hallbookers founder and Westminster 
Business School student Kristian Else 
secured funding following completion of the 
Business Management – Entrepreneurship 
BA Honours course. As part of a coursework 
for the creation of a profitable business, 
Kristian came up with the idea for a student 
accommodation review website. Following 
media coverage, an independent investor, 
James Herbertson, who had experience 
in the student accommodation sector and 
a desire to create a large-scale platform 
that would help students across the UK, 
contacted Kristian and offered to fund  
the project.
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WESTMINSTER’S RADIO 
STATION WINS BEST 
STUDENT RADIO AWARD 
Smoke Radio, the student-run 
radio station of the University of 
Westminster and the University of 
Westminster Students’ Union, won 
the award for Best Student Radio 
Station at the 2015 Student Radio 
Awards. BBC Radio 1 and Global 
Radio supported the awards. Smoke 
Radio’s entry for Best Station of 
the Year included extracts from the 
University’s most exciting events 
such as the National Student Pride, 
the Students’ Union Elections, the 
Halls of Residence Move In and the 
University’s sports coverage. The 
radio station was also nominated 
for four other categories, including 
Best Sport Programming and Best 
Multiplatform Initiative.

WESTMINSTER  
BUSINESS 
SCHOOL

WESTMINSTER SCHOOL OF  
MEDIA, ARTS AND DESIGN

 BUSINESS SCHOOL PLACEMENT AND INTERNSHIP FAIR

Our Business School hosts an annual 
Placement and Internship Fair which 
gives students the opportunity to meet 
and talk directly with employers. 

Past participants include:

In the QS world rankings 
our communications and 
media department is 
ranked 4th in  
the country and  
31st globally.             

MEDIA AND COMMUNICATIONS

4th

MUSIC AT THE  
UNIVERSITY OF WESTMINSTER
Students studying music at the University 
of Westminster have access to a new 
audio-recording facility that not only 
incorporates equipment available nowhere 
else in Europe but has some of the most 
technologically advanced pro-audio 
equipment found at any university in the 

world. Last year, Emmanuel Nwamadi 
made it through to the live final of  
The Voice UK, several students made it 
through to the judges’ houses stage of  
The X Factor, and music graduate Sigala 
scored a UK number 1 single with  
summer smash ‘Easy Love’. 

FINANCIAL  
MARKETS SUITE
Westminster Business School students 
have access to the Financial Markets 
Suite, which uses the Bloomberg  
system and its extensive economics  
and capital markets database to 
monitor real-time economics news,  
data and financial market movements 
and trends – a resource offered to  
very few UK universities. You will  
have firsthand exposure to technology 
widely adopted by all the leading 
global investment banks in the major 
financial centres of the world: the  
City of London, New York’s Wall  
Street and Tokyo’s Citibanks. 
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ESSENTIAL APPS FOR 
STUDENTS IN LONDON

CITYMAPPER
A multi-award-winning 
app that helps you 

navigate your way around London. 
This app gives you multiple transport  
options and approximate journey 
times. Provides you with real-time 
bus, Tube and train timetables. 

YPLAN
Interested in theatre, 
music, film, comedy,  

food and drink, culture, nightlife  
or sports? YPlan has it all. This app 
helps you find the best things to do 
in London, whether you’re looking 
for something to do on the same 
day or at the weekend. 

DROPBOX
An app that backs up 
your photos, documents, 

videos and other files. Files saved 
using the Dropbox app can be 
accessed from all of your electronic 
devices. Can also be used to share 
large files with friends.

Save files  
of all kinds  
on Dropbox.

Easily 
compare all 
transport 
options 
available.

Browse through a curated
list of events.

CITE THIS FOR ME
This app provides you  
with a quick and easy 

way to create your citations, 
reference lists and bibliographies 
for essays. You can add each 
reference you’ve used in your  
essay by scanning a book or 
journal’s barcode. 

EVERNOTE
An app to help you 
organise your notes  

and lists that can be synced 
between multiple devices.  
You may think you’re organised 
enough, but with mid-term 
reports, group assessments and 
presentations on the way, you  
can never be too organised.  

SPOTIFY
A free way to stream 
music from thousands  

of artists on multiple devices. Listen 
to playlists that have been created 
to help you work out, study, party 
or even sleep. Upgrade to Spotify 
Premium to listen to music offline 
and without ads for a discounted 
student price. 

All your 
notes, ideas, 
images,  
and tasks in 
one place.

Create and 
take your 
playlists 
with you.

Build your 
bibliography 
from over 
30 different 
sources 
including 
books,  
journals and 
websites.

Browse 
through a 
curated list 
of events.

WESTMINSTER LAW 
SCHOOL STUDENT 
AWARDED PRESTIGIOUS 
FRESHFIELDS 
STEPHEN LAWRENCE 
SCHOLARSHIP
In 2015, a Westminster  
Law School student,  
Jonathan Farmer, was 
awarded a prestigious 
Freshfields Stephen Lawrence 
Scholarship, the second time 
in two years that a University 
of Westminster student has 
been selected. The Head 
of Westminster Law School 
and Jonathan’s tutor put him 
forward for the scholarship. 
The Westminster Law School 
Law LLB Honours degree 
prepares students for a range 
of legal careers including 
practice as a barrister or 
advocate, solicitor, clerk  
and officer of court, and  
legal executive. 

Westminster Law School is 
committed to running topical, 
engaging events and public 
debates with high-profile 
guests and speakers.  
Recent events include a series 
of public debates focusing  
on Artificial Intelligence, 
Ethics and the Law, as well  
as a conversation between 
Pink Floyd’s Nick Mason  
(a University of Westminster 
graduate), Chris Ancliff 
(Warner Music Group)  
and Paul Pacifico (Featured 
Artists Coalition) on the 
evolution of the artist/ 
record company contract. 
These events are excellent
networking opportunities  
and help students build  
upon knowledge taught  
in their degrees. 

WESTMINSTER LAW SCHOOL 
EVENTS AND PUBLIC DEBATES 

WESTMINSTER  
LAW SCHOOL

LAW GRADUATES

Our graduates have gone 
on to work for some of the 
UK’s leading legal services 
providers including: 



WHAT’S HAPPENING 
ON CAMPUS?
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ADVICE
The UWSU Advice Team exists to provide 
you with high-quality information, advice 

and advocacy to meet the challenges 
of student life and to help you to 
successfully complete your studies.

JUST SAY IT
Our Just Say it programme is a series of 
opportunities to engage with as many 
people as possible to represent your 
needs, protect your rights, and make 

sure your voice gets heard.

CENTRE FOR PERFORMING ARTS
We offer a wide range of activities and if you 

love performing arts but hate the limelight, there 
are opportunities such as the creative team 
and back stage for you to get involved in. 

We run societies for dancers,  
singers, actors and musicians.

SOCIETIES
Your university experience is what you make of it 
and this is why Westminster is more than just a 
place of study. Societies are a great place to 
find a sense of community on campus and to 
develop lifelong friendships. This applies to 

all our societies ranging from academic, 
political, faith-based and spirituality 

to cultural and special interests. 

SPORTS/DRAGONS
The Students’ Union provides sporting 

programmes for students to take part in.  
As well as our traditional sports clubs, we  

also offer a recreational sporting programme, 
for students to get involved in a sport  

without the commitment  
of joining a team.

SMOKE MEDIA
Would you like to write for Smoke magazine or 

edit the QH student newspaper? Would you 
enjoy DJ-ing for Smoke Radio or producing a 
programme for Smoke TV? UWSU’s award-
winning media teams are always looking 
for new talent and fresh contributors. If 
you’re hoping for a career in media, 

this will look great on your CV.

ENTERPRISE SUPPORT
Westminster Start-Up is where we support student 

entrepreneurs to gain business experience. Last year 
we offered the chance for 13 businesses to pitch for 

£50,000 investment in their business. If you are 
interested in starting a business or already run 

one that needs funding, then this  
opportunity is for you.

20 |#HelloWestminster

 Rugby match 
Chiswick sports grounds

JUST SAY IT
YOUR VIEWS SHAPE

YOUR UNION

CENTRE FOR 
PERFORMING ARTS

WESTMINSTER

21

UWSU
The UWSU has a base at each of our campuses 
and helps students to get involved with societies 
and sports teams, fun events and volunteering 
opportunities. Perhaps you want to get involved 
in our radio station, or write for one of our 
publications? You can do all of these things with 
the University of Westminster Students’ Union.
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In May this year we re-opened the doors of the historic 
Regent Street Cinema. The cinema has been restored to 
its former majesty – and quite right too, as it occupies a 
significant place in the history of British cinema. 

THE REGENT 
STREET CINEMA

 Recent screenings include 
(from top to bottom); 
Spectre, Macbeth, Devdas, 
WALL·E, Funny Face and 
There’s No Business Like 
Show Business.

“ THANKS TO A  
MAJOR FUNDRAISING 
CAMPAIGN, WE ARE 
PROUD TO OPEN THE 
CINEMA TO THE PUBLIC.”

In 1896 the Regent Street Cinema was 
the venue for the first-ever performance 
of a film to a paying audience in the UK, 
showing the short films of the famous 
Lumière brothers. Now, thanks to a major 
fundraising campaign by the University 
and grants from the Heritage Lottery Fund 
and the Quintin Hogg Trust, we are proud 
to open the cinema to the public.

This luxurious, historic cinema has 
already been booked to host a number  
of diverse film festivals such as the 
Korean Film Festival, the Noel Coward 
Film Festival and the Nordic Film 
Festival. The space is also a great 
learning asset, regularly hosting Q&A 
events with actors and directors and 
playing a part in our work with local 
schools and community groups.

For our students the cinema offers 
exciting (and discounted!) access  
to a huge range of films, from new 
blockbuster releases such as Spectre, 
to independent and world cinema like 
Amy or Tana Bana, to double bills of 
science fiction classics like Alien and 
Blade Runner. The University’s Students’ 
Union also organises a monthly student 
screening, with an additional discount 
and the film chosen by members of the 
Union themselves.

To find out more about the cinema please visit  
www.regentstreetcinema.com
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• Enhance your employability  
and career progression prospects.

• Improve your general  
communication skills.

• Gain an insight into new cultures  
and ways of seeing the world.

• Around 1,300 Westminster students 
and staff are currently taking  
Polylang modules.

WHICH LANGUAGES  
ARE AVAILABLE?
Arabic, Chinese, French, German, 
Italian, Japanese, Russian and Spanish.

Most languages are offered at five 
different levels, from beginners to 
advanced levels, subject to demand. 
You can start a new language as a 
complete beginner or you can continue 
with a language you already have 
some knowledge of.

 
 

STUDENT NAME:
Erika Maria Monterosso 

  
DEGREE COURSE: 
International Business 
BA Honours 

POLYLANG LANGUAGE: 
Chinese 
  
 “I am passionate about 
languages as they are the 
key to communication when 
encountering different cultures. 
By deciding to learn Chinese, 
I took on a challenge to learn 
such a difficult language and 
the amazing culture it brings 
along. Not only this, but I 
believe that it would further 
enhance my skills for a career 
within  international business.”        
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“GLOBALISATION IN  
THE BUSINESS WORLD 
MAKES MULTILINGUAL 
SPEAKERS INCREASINGLY 
MORE VALUED.”
TSVETELINA TODOROVA
BUSINESS MANAGEMENT BA HONOURS

POLYLANG STUDENT 
SUPPORTIf you’re interested in learning a new language 

or developing one of your current languages, 
consider taking part in the University’s open 
language programme, Polylang.

 
 

STUDENT NAME:
Ashweenee Beerjeraz 

  
DEGREE COURSE: 
Tourism and Events  
Management BA Honours 

POLYLANG LANGUAGE: 
French 
  
 “ I would like to work in the 
tourism industry, perhaps for a 
specific airline company or for 
a tourism board of a different 
country. Many of those jobs 
require speaking in a different 
language. So it is helpful to 
know another language and  
I think that would be very good 
to put on my CV.”            
      

 The Eiffel Tower, Paris 

 Berlin skyline, Germany 

 A street in Kabuki-cho, Tokyo 

74%  
of British employers  
look for candidates  
who have skills in a  
foreign language*
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STUDENT  
FUNDING OFFICE  
Offers advice and  
guidance on the possible 
funding options available  
to both UK and 
international students.

FAITH AND  
SPIRITUALITY 
Advice available for 
students of any faith, 
offering spiritual 
counsel and space for 
contemplation. 

COUNSELLING
Offers students the 
opportunity to talk 
confidentially to a 
professional trained 
counsellor about any 
emotional or practical  
issues that may be  
worrying them. 

INTERNATIONAL  
STUDENT ADVICE  
AND SUPPORT  
Visa and immigration 
advice and practical 
information on adjusting  
to life in the UK.

STUDENT  
HEALTH SERVICE  
Advice on health and well-
being from experienced 
nurse practitioners.

CAREER 
DEVELOPMENT 
CENTRE  
Offers career planning 
and help finding part-time 
work, placements and 
internships (see pages  
26 and 27 for more 
detailed information).

 Our counselling service 

 The Academic Learning  
 Development Centre 

#HelloWestminster

DISABILITY  
LEARNING SUPPORT 
Advice and support for 
students with specific 
learning difficulties.

ACADEMIC  
LEARNING  
DEVELOPMENT 
CENTRE
One-to-one appointments 
and academic skills  
workshops for anyone 
wanting to improve  
their essay writing,  
critical thinking and 
presentation skills. 

*According to a Confederation 
of British Industry survey.



27

W
O

R
K

 P
LA

C
E

M
E

N
T

S

26

C
A

R
E

E
R

 D
E

V
E

LO
P

M
E

N
T

 C
E

N
T

R
E

NAME:
Rahul Bhatt 

SUBJECT STUDIED: 
Business Management  
BA Honours 

EMPLOYER:  
Sony Music UK  
 
Carrying out this 
placement has assured me 
that in the future I want to 
carry on working in the 
music and entertainment 
industry. One of the 
projects I worked on was 
the digital marketing on 
One Direction’s third 
studio album Midnight 
Memories and their global 
digital campaign 1D Day. 
My main achievement 
in this placement was 
travelling to LA for the  
1D Day and celebrating  
a number 1 album (UK 
and USA).” 

NAME:
Rossella Castello 

SUBJECT STUDIED: 
Photographic Arts  
BA Honours 
 
EMPLOYER:  
World Photography  
Organisation 
 
The placement has helped 
my knowledge of what it is 
like working for a gallery 
and this will help me gain 
further career prospects 
within a gallery. The 
experience has increased 
my communication skills, 
since I had the opportunity 
to meet photographers, 
curators and artists, while 
enabling me to build up  
a network of practitioners 
in the field.”  
 

NAME:
Miguel Olivares  

SUBJECT STUDIED: 
Politics and International 
Relations BA Honours 
 
EMPLOYER:  
London Office of Tibet  
 
This was a unique 
experience that I will 
never forget and which 
has certainly had an 
impact on the way I 
look at the world. Now, 
I have many career 
possibilities in mind: 
journalism, working in 
diplomacy for the Republic 
of Portugal, NGO work, 
policy think-tank, etc. This 
internship has helped 
me to develop many 
important skills necessary 
in a professional 
environment and to gain 
an understanding of how  
it is to work in such 
politics-related jobs.” 

NAME:
Rona Alkaadi 

SUBJECT STUDIED: 
Biomedical Sciences  
BSc Honours 
 
EMPLOYER:  
The Doctor’s Laboratory  
 
During my internship I  
learnt so much, both with 
regards to laboratory skills 
and interpersonal skills.  
I grew confident being in 
a laboratory and using 
laboratory equipment. I 
learnt how to behave in 
a professional working 
environment and got an 
insight into what life is like 
after graduation. After my 
placement year was over 
I was fortunate to be kept 
on as a part-time medical 
lab assistant. Now that I 
have work experience I 
will definitely find it easier 
to get a job. It prepares 
you for the world of 
work after university. It 
also makes you more 
employable and gives 
you something that other 
graduates don’t have.” 

THE CAREER 
DEVELOPMENT CENTRE

WORK PLACEMENTS

#HelloWestminster

CAREERS GUIDANCE 
APPOINTMENTS 
These appointments 
provide in-depth 
careers advice and 
give students feedback 
on CVs, application 
forms, interviews and 
other career concerns. 

VACANCIES AND
EVENTS PORTAL
Our online vacancy 
and events service 
helps students 
look for part-time, 
placement, voluntary 
and graduate 
opportunities. 

EMPLOYER EVENTS 
Employer events 
and company 
presentations allow 
students to meet 
employers face-to-
face, and to gain 
first-hand information 
about a specific 
company and the 
market it operates in. 

TALENT BANK  
The Talent Bank  
is an invaluable 
resource that helps 
students find paid 
temporary and part-
time jobs both within 
the University and 
with local businesses. 

INFORMATION
RESOURCES 
We hold a range 
of comprehensive 
materials in our  
information rooms  
relating to occupations, 
employers, voluntary 
work, enterprise, 
working and studying 
overseas, further  
study and training.

ASSOCIATES IN
SCHOOLS SCHEME 
An exciting 
opportunity for 
students to gain 
valuable work 
experience in a  
school classroom. 

MENTORING  
Students can develop 
skills and expand 
their knowledge 
and experience of 
the working world 
by taking part in a 
mentoring scheme 
designed to widen the 
aspirations of students 
and enhance their 
personal effectiveness.

ANNUAL 
CAREERS FAIR 
An excellent 
opportunity for you  
to meet employers  
on campus – many 
students come away 
from the day with 
useful contacts or 
even having secured 
an interview.

DROP-INS  
These are 
opportunities for 
students to meet 
face-to-face with 
employers on 
campus. Employers 
come from a wide 
range of industries 
and recruit for casual 
part-time jobs on 
either a one-off  
or long-term basis.

VOLUNTEERING
Helping you find  
unpaid work that 
helps other people, 
charities, local 
communities or  
the environment.

The University of Westminster’s Career Development Centre assists with: 
sourcing vacancies, developing employability skills, identifying key skills  
and experiences, planning your professional development, presenting  
a positive image and learning how to market yourself effectively.

We have a dedicated Placement Team in each of our faculties. These teams 
are tasked with helping to source placements and assist students in finding 
and applying for placements for summer and sandwich years. The team also 
administers the Santander SME Internship scheme, which is open to all students.

#HelloWestminster

“
“

“ “

OUR SERVICES 
AT A GLANCE

CAREERS  
GUIDANCE 

APPOINTMENTS

VACANCIES AND 
EVENTS PORTAL

EMPLOYER 
EVENTS

TALENT BANK 

INFORMATION 
RESOURCES 

ASSOCIATES 
IN SCHOOLS 

SCHEME
 

MENTORING 

ANNUAL  
CAREERS FAIR 

DROP-INS 

VOLUNTEERING

AWARD WINNING

Our Career  
Development  
Centre has been 
shortlisted for the:

Most Improved 
Commitment to 
Employability  
in the National 
Undergraduate  
Employability 
Awards 2016.

From September 2016 

EVERY UNDERGRADUATE  
STUDENT WILL HAVE  

THE OPPORTUNITY TO  
UNDERTAKE A PLACEMENT 

or work-based learning  
opportunity as part  

of their course.

Support is  
available for current 
students and those 

who have graduated 
within the last  
three years.
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ASIF KAPADIA 

COURSE: Film, Video and 
Photographic Arts BA Honours 

GRADUATED: 1994 
 

Since graduating from the University of Westminster  
in 1994, Asif Kapadia has directed multiple award-
winning films including The Sheep Thief, The Warrior 
(which won the BAFTA for Best British Film); and  
Senna which won the World Cinema Audience Award 
Documentary at the Sundance Film Festival 2011. His  
most recent documentary, Amy, has received rave  
reviews and has recorded the biggest opening weekend  
for a British documentary in both the UK and US. 

“ I learnt a lot at Westminster and all of that comes 
through in every film that I’ve made since”.

 Amy film poster 
Asif’s recent film 
which screened 
at our newly 
refurbished Regent 
Street Cinema

JULIAN METCALFE OBE  
AND SINCLAIR BEECHAM MBE 

COURSE: Urban Estate Management 
 
GRADUATED: 1983   

Julian and Sinclair met while studying  
and went on to buy a struggling  
business with only one location called  
Pret A Manger. Pret A Manger has 
since gained huge growth and the 
two have moved on to create Itsu, 
Metcalfe’s Food Company and a  
hotel in east London.
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OUR ALUMNI
The Alumni Team are here to help you stay in touch with your friends 
and a worldwide community of fellow graduates who have shared the 
Westminster experience. Upon graduation all students automatically 
become members of the 150,000-strong global alumni community in 
over 180 countries. Take a look at some of our successful graduates.

DAME VIVIENNE 
WESTWOOD 

COURSE:  
Jewellery and 
Silversmithing 

As one of the most 
influential fashion 
designers in the world 
today, Vivienne  
Westwood has become 
admired for her thought-
provoking and ground-
breaking fashion. 

The first stages of 
the legendary fashion 
designer’s career began 
at the University of 
Westminster. At the  
age of 17, Vivienne 
relocated to London 
with her family and 
from 1957-58 began 
studying a jewellery and 
silversmithing course at 
the Harrow School of Art 
which has since become 
part of the University.

AGATA DMOCH       

COURSE:  
Law LLB Honours 

GRADUATED: 2007 

SINCE GRADUATING: 
Agata went on to study 
an LPC, an MBA and 
also studied a Masters 
at Harvard. In 2013 
Agata was nominated 
for an honorary award 
‘Polish Individual of 
the Year’ by the Polish 
Ambassador to the UK 
for her extraordinary 
contributions to the 
Polish community in the 
UK. She won and was 
presented the award 
by the deputy prime 
minister of Poland. 

At the end of each 
year I could look back 
and feel I had made 
incredible progress, 
in terms of the course, 
my language skills, 
everything.” 

KRISTIAN ELSE 

COURSE:  
Business Management  
BA Honours 

GRADUATED: 2014 

SINCE GRADUATING: 
While still a student, 
Kristian secured a 
£75,000 investment to 
bring his coursework 
to life. Hallbookers 
was launched in 2014 
and is a review-based 
website for students 
researching student 
accommodation in  
the UK. 

MARY BENSON    

COURSE:  
Fashion Design  
BA Honours  

GRADUATED: 2014 

SINCE GRADUATING: 
Mary formed her self-
named label in March 
2012, two years 
before she graduated. 
Her designs have 
been worn by Ellie 
Goulding, Rita Ora 
and Paloma Faith. 

Westminster definitely 
gave me a head start. 
You’re in every day 
and there is a purpose. 
It is really structured, 
but in a good way. If  
I had gone somewhere 
else I don’t think I 
would have had  
that guidance.” 

OLIVER FROST    

COURSE:  
Cognitive 
Neuroscience  
BSc Honours 

GRADUATED: 2015 

SINCE GRADUATING: 
Oliver holds the world 
record for solving 
the 4x4x4 Rubik’s 
Cube blindfolded 
in the fastest time. 
His talent and study 
of the structure and 
function of the brain 
in his degree have 
helped him secure 
a job as a Data 
Engineer, focusing  
on analytics and 
Business Intelligence. 
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JON RONSON  

COURSE:  
Media Studies BA Honours 

GRADUATED: 1988 

Jon Ronson has established 
himself as a journalist and 
documentarian of the bizarre. 
His critically acclaimed book 
The Men Who Stare at Goats 
was adapted into a Hollywood 
movie and his books The 
Psychopath Test and So You’ve 
Been Publicly Shamed continue 
to be international bestsellers.

Since graduating Amir Amor has 
celebrated two No. 1 singles and two  
No. 1 albums with his band Rudimental. 
NME has named Amir as one of the  
“20 hottest producers in music right now” 
and the Guardian has noted him as the 
“Number one new producer to watch”. 

AMIR AMOR – 
RUDIMENTAL  

COURSE:  
Commercial Music
BA Honours 

GRADUATED: 2013 

 Rudimental  Amir pictured far left ©
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SELINA MARCH    

COURSE:  
Development Studies 
and International 
Relations BA Honours 

GRADUATED: 2015 

SINCE GRADUATING: 
Selina is now a  
non-profit professional 
specialising in grants 
with the National 
Fish and Wildlife 
Foundation in 
Washington D.C., as 
well as two consulting 
roles with NetHope 
and Ipsum CRO. She 
works on all aspects 
of the grant-making 
process, including 
grant research 
and writing, grant 
administration and 
management, and 
contracting and 
compliance. 

Studying in London 
was an incredible 
experience. I had 
constant access  
to amazing cultural 
events that helped  
me understand the 
world more.” 

 ALUMNI TIMELINE

 Dress, 2012  
‘From Scotland 
with Love’  
collection



Coming to one of our open days is a 
great way to see our buildings and 
facilities, meet current students and staff, 
and find out about teaching methods, 
student finance and career prospects.

Activities at our open days include:
• subject presentations by  

academic specialists
• presentations on finance
• one-to-one guidance about courses,  

accommodation, finance and  
applying for a place

• tours given by current students.

OPEN DAYS 2016 

12 March 2016 
Faculty of Science and Technology,  
Faculty of Social Sciences and 
Humanities and Westminster Law School

19 March 2016 
Faculty of Architecture and  
the Built Environment and  
Westminster Business School

22 June 2016 
All faculties/schools 

Visit westminster.ac.uk/opendays  
to find out more and book your place. 

1

As an applicant you may be invited to attend 
one of our Applicant Days, which will provide 

you with a more in-depth understanding  
of the course that you’ve applied for.  
The day will include a course taster  
session and the opportunity for you  

to meet current students and  
your course leader. 

2
If you need to send us any additional 
documents to support or update your 
application, please contact the  
relevant Admissions Office. 

APPLICANT SUPPORT OFFICERS 
If you have any questions about your 
offer or the University, you can contact 
your Applicant Support Officers,  
Arjun or Rose, by emailing:  
E: applicants@westminster.ac.uk

CAVENDISH ADMISSIONS OFFICE  
(Faculty of Science and Technology,  
Faculty of Social Sciences and 
Humanities and Westminster Law School)
T: +44 (0)20 7911 5883
E: cav-admissions@westminster.ac.uk

MARYLEBONE ADMISSIONS OFFICE  
(Faculty of Architecture and  
the Built Environment, and  
Westminster Business School)
T: +44 (0)20 7911 5020
E: mrdmark@westminster.ac.uk

HARROW ADMISSIONS OFFICE  
(Westminster School of Media,  
Arts and Design)
T: +44 (0)20 7911 5903
E: harrow-admissions@ 
westminster.ac.uk

6
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 ATTEND AN OPEN DAY

 ATTEND AN APPLICANT DAY

CONTACT ADMISSIONS/YOUR APPLICANT  
SUPPORT OFFICER WITH ANY QUESTIONS

3
\

 ACCEPT YOUR OFFER

5
APPLY FOR YOUR  

ACCOMMODATION
Visit westminster.ac.uk/

accommodation

4
The Scholarships Office offers a range 
of scholarships for both UK/EU and 
international undergraduate students.  
To be eligible to apply for a scholarship, 
you must first have been offered either  
a conditional or unconditional place  
on one of our courses. 

For UK/EU undergraduates, the 
deadline to apply for scholarships is 
early April 2016. For international 
undergraduates, the deadline to apply  
for scholarships is early May 2016. 
Visit westminster.ac.uk/scholarships 
to find out more.

APPLY FOR A SCHOLARSHIP

7
SEND US YOUR  

RESULTS WHEN YOU 
RECEIVE THEM!
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£2.8
million
scholarship fund

 Students at the  
 Scholarship Reception 

WHAT SHOULD 
YOU DO NEXT?




